[image: image1.jpg]




VINCENTIAN  RETREAT

                
  MIDYEAR MEETING

                              MAY 2, 2014
     






 
       OPENING PRAYER
Leader:

Lord, we ask for the grace to live more deeply as a lay members of the Vincentian 
Family. In our daily life, give us the wisdom to follow the Rule so that we can love 
you with all our heart, all our soul, and all our strength, and to love our neighbor 
as ourselves.
Alternate sides:
· A Rule is the fruit of experience.  It distills the wisdom of those who have gone before us.  It is not an abstract document, spinning out a theory about how to live well.  Rather it maps out a path to holiness that many have trod.  It aims to teach a well-tested way of loving.

· The goal of the Rule is to create an environment where we can express what is best within us.  The Rule is a spiritual way, it is more wisdom than law. We remember the countless lay men and women who have walked before us in the way of the Lord.

· We have known saints—some canonized, most not—people whose lives radiated holiness because the love of God and the love of others, especially the poor, pulsated within them.

· The Rule is meant to set us free to love.  The Rule says: “Turn Everything to Love.” It wants to create a free and open space in our life where the loving presence of God will touch us with the fundamental mystery of Christianity which is not so much that we love God but that God first loves us.

Reader:


First: The Rule aims to hollow out a sacred place within us. Over its door is 
engraved the title: “Given to God in Baptism.”  It is a space not so much 

to love God as to be loved by 
God.

Second: The Rule wants to create a sacred place in our lives where the title reads: 
“In the 
Service of Others, especially the Poor.”  It urges us to discipline our heart, 
our mind, and 
our use of time and energy, so that we can walk with Jesus as a 
servant of others, focusing on the neediest among us.  It is only in accepting 
God’s 
love that we can truly love others, and so the Rule recalls again and again 
that the union of prayer and action is the key to genuine holiness.

Third: The Rule seeks to create a sacred space where the title reads: “A Graced 
Human Community.” It is a sacred space where we encounter God as we gather 
together  in our Conference, as we  listen to our suffering brothers and sisters  
supporting them in daily prayer and for walking with them through life, and 
in the sacred space as we come together  around the Eucharistic table.
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And so we pray:

Together:
Lord, as we reflect and meditate on the Vincentian Rule for Lay Members, give us the grace to reflect on the lives of the wonderful people who have walked before us in our family: 
· Vincent de Paul, 
· Louise de Marillac, 
· Rosalie Rendu, 
· Frederic Ozanam, 
· Elizabeth Seton 
· And all the holy Vincentians who have gone before us seeking to follow Christ faithfully.
Leader:
Indeed, we are standing on the shoulders of Giants…and so let us pray as we sing “Standing on the Shoulders”:
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STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS


I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before me


I am stronger for their courage, I am wiser for their words


I am lifted by their longing for a fair and brighter future


I am grateful for their vision, for their toiling on this earth


We are standing on the shoulders  of the ones who came before us

They are saints and they are humans, they are angels, they are friends


We can see beyond the struggles and the troubles and the challenge


When we know that by our efforts things will be better in the end



They life me higher than I could ever fly



Carrying my burdens away



I imagine our world if they hadn’t tried



We wouldn’t be here celebrating today


I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before me


I am honored by their passion for our ministry


I will stand a little taller, I will work a little longer


And my shoulders will be there to hold the ones who follow me



They life me higher than I could ever fly



Carrying my burdens away



I imagine our world if they hadn’t tried



We wouldn’t be so very blessed today


I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before me


I am honored by their passion for our ministry


I will stand a little taller, I will work a little longer


And my shoulders will be there to hold the ones who follow me




     By Joyce Johnson Rouse
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   CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader:


As we close our Retreat, let us pray for the grace of being faithful to our Vincentian 
Vocation, as we sing:




          Find us Faithful




We’re pilgrims on the journey of the narrow road




And those who’ve gone before us line the way




Cheering on the faithful, encouraging the weary




Their lives a stirring testament to God’s sustaining grace.


Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses


Let us run the race not only for the prize


But as those who’ve gone before us,


Let us leave to those behind us the heritage of faithfulness




Passed on through Godly lives.




May all who come behind us find us faithful




May the fire of our devotion light their way




May the footprints that we leave, lead them to believe




And the lives we live inspire them to obey




May all who come behind us find us faithful.




After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone




And our children sift through all we’ve left behind




May the clues that they discover and the memories they uncover




Become the light that leads them to the road we each must find.




May all who come behind us find us faithful




May the fire of our devotion light their way




May the footprints that we leave, lead them to believe




And the lives we live inspire them to obey




May all who come behind us find us faithful.





By Steve Green

Announcement: New formation resource “Love,  Charity and Justice” (5 set DVD).
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